
Wright Way
Father and son design duo 
Doug and Mike Cohen founded 
Lakeview’s Wrightwood Furniture 
Co. in hopes of developing an 
intimate home shopping experi-
ence. And they’ve done just 
that: The Cohens craft original 
furnishings and sell directly 
to their customers, ensuring 
a refreshing departure from 
traditional retailers in both 
merchandising and distribution. 
From neoclassical to modern, 
each item in the shop’s inventory 
epitomizes craftsmanship 
and sustainability through a 
company-wide commitment to 
using only recycled aluminum 
and sustainably harvested 
wood. wrightwoodfurniture.com

fashion forWard
Carrie Kane and Sharon Watrous 
have combined their diverse 
sartorial styles to present the 
tightly edited collection of 
apparel and accessories that 
is Evanston’s Chalk Boutique. 
Well-versed in outfitting powerful 
women—from high-profile CEOs 
to buzzed-about philanthropists—
Kane and Watrous stock a 
plethora of must-have labels, 
cleverly arranged from established 
designers to up-and-comers. 
When we asked Kane what’s 
on her radar this summer, 
she answered “Rosie Assoulin” 
without hesitation, as “her retro-
modern dresses have taken 
the fashion world by storm.” 
chalkboutique.com

Well suited
Drawing upon his decade’s 
worth of experience at a custom 
clothing manufacturer, Aaron 
Comes launched Frederick 
Lynn haberdashery to bring 
fashion-forward design to 
business professionals.The 
line—which incorporates a 
catalog of over 10,000 fabrics—
includes a bespoke collection 
of suits, shirts and neckwear, 
as well as offerings for women 
and children. Adorned with 
masculine furnishings and 
warm décor details (think Louis 
Vuitton train cases and elegant 
tufted sofas), Comes’ North 
Loop locale is nearly as beautiful 
as the clothing it houses. 
fredericklynn.com

match maker
Jewelry shopping can be a 
daunting task, especially when 
you’re looking to impress 
someone special. So, in order 
to simplify the complicated 
gift-giving process, Elaine 
Russell founded Heirlume. 
Powered by a sophisticated 
algorithm that pairs an individual’s 
tastes with a handpicked selection 
of necklaces, bracelets and rings 
from emerging designers, 
the website also includes an 
innovative social aspect, where 
friends and family can cast 
their votes on the perfect find. 
Keep an eye out for Heirlume’s 
pop-up locations this summer, 
where you can peruse the pretty 
baubles in person. heirlume.co

heat wave. this summer, don your Favorite Pair oF shades and 

set your sights on ChiCago’s best in Cutting-edge 

Fashion, Furnishings and more.
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sunny side. From mi l lennium Park to ChiCago’s West s ide, 

usher i n  t h e  s W e e t n e s s  o F  s u m m e r t i m e  W i t h 

o u t d o o r  adventures and artFul  insP irat ion.

rhythm city
Millennium Park will be hosting the 36th Annual 
Chicago Jazz Festival from August 28 to 31, 
transforming into a proverbial mecca of ragtime, 
blues and swing. Jazz fans can enjoy prestigious 
performances on four stages—including the 
iconic Jay Pritzker Pavilion—by the likes of 
Grammy-nominated artists Cecile McLorin 
Salvant and Gary Burton, as well as Grammy 
Award-winning trumpeter Terence Blanchard. 
Founded in the 1970s in remembrance of the 
legendary composer Duke Ellington, the Chicago 
Jazz Festival remains a celebrated summertime 
event for all Chicagoans to enjoy. cityofchicago.org

haute art
Looking to combine her love for art, design and 
fashion across a broad array of mediums, Kasia 
Kay opened her eponymous contemporary art 
gallery on Chicago’s West Side with a focus on 
exhibiting work from young and emerging artists 
around the world. Kay’s line of curated fine art 
wallpapers—featuring designs from a roster of 
globally renowned artists—is also available for 
viewing. This season, stop by for a look at “Beyond 
White Cube,” an exhibition of stylish objects on 
display alongside Kay’s latest wallpaper offerings, 
born from a collaboration with New York fashion 
designer Mimi Plange. kasiakaygallery.com

open house
One of this year’s most anticipated openings, 
Soho House Chicago lands in the West Loop this 
August, infusing the neighborhood with its 
signature hip factor, which has already spawned 
a devoted following in England. Located inside 
the historic Chicago Belting Factory warehouse, 
the private members club and boutique-style 
hotel holds 40 guest rooms and a trio of 
eateries—including London’s famed Pizza East—
as well as an exclusive glass-covered rooftop 
pool area. Looking for relaxation after a day of 
adventure? Visit the signature Cowshed spa, 
which offers a bevy of wellness treatments that 
indulge the senses. sohohousechicago.com

little italy
Helmed by Chef Erling Wu-Bower under the 
direction of James Beard Award-winning Chef 
Paul Kahan, Nico Osteria aims to bring authentic 
Italian cuisine to the Gold Coast. Inspired by the 
creative menu, which emphasizes unique pairings 
and artisanal ingredients, the dramatic interior 
was envisioned by British designer Tara Bernerd, 
who incorporated handmade tiles, chic copper 
lighting and plush velvet accents along with 
natural elements—such as a living wall that 
surrounds the restaurant’s cocktail bar, Salone 
Nico—to create an enchanting ambience befitting 
of a Mediterranean estate. nicoosteria.com

INSIDER  en route
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pillow talk.
Paula Queen turned her love oF Fabr iCs into a des ign dream 

Come true  With a  P i l loW l ine  and onl ine shoP,  Pyar  &  Co. 

here ,  she  shares  the  C i ty ’s  h idden gems.

1 5 4   l u x e  i n t e r i o r s  +  d e s i g n  

global influence 
The concept for Pyar & Co. was ignited  
by a trip to India to visit my husband’s 
family. The sumptuous fabrics and 
embellishments used for the traditional  
sari inspired me to create my first  
pillow collection; now, I also design  
table linens, upholstery and handwoven 
throws. pyarandco.com

fashionable friends 
Fashion designer Katrin Schnabl and  
I immediately connected through our 
passion for design. Not only does Katrin 
have her own women’s line—featuring the 
most amazing silhouettes and materials—
but she is also an associate professor at 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
katrinschnabl.com

dream boat 
When I was a teenager, my grandfather 
taught me to row on a small fishing boat,  
and ever since, I have loved the feeling of 
gliding on the water. Signing up for lessons  
at the Lincoln Park Boat Club is definitely 
high on my summer to-do list. lpbc.net 

good eats 
One of my favorite Chicago eateries  
is Trellis in Lincoln Park. I always start  
with a Chaos & Luxury—it’s a signature 
cocktail that blends champagne with  
sherry and fresh fruit—followed by  
the scallops with pancetta and 
grits, which is incredibly decadent. 
trellischicago.com 

chic retreat 
Bliss spa at W Chicago is my go-to  
destination when I need a temporary  
escape from my day-to-day. Ultra  
modern and sleek, the predominantly  
white space just begs for you to sit  
and linger. blissworld.com

fresh market 
The Randolph Street Market Festival 
is a European-style, indoor-outdoor 
antiques market with over 200 purveyors 
of furnishings and décor. I always 
make it a point to stop by during the 
summer, when the live music is fantastic 
and the unique finds are even better! 
randolphstreetmarket.com
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